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To promote and protect the public’s health and well-being
 
 
The Tazewell County Health Department will be a state leader and
partner, serving the community through innovative public health
practices to meet the current and future needs of the individual and
of the environment, with the ultimate goal of inspiring and attaining
overall wellness.
 
 
The Tazewell County Health  Department is dedicated to our
community through:
SERVICE – Understanding and meeting public health needs with
creativity and commitment.
QUALITY – Continuously seeking to enhance and provide services
at the highest possible level.
ACCOUNTABILITY – Ensuring responsible use of resources to
benefit the community.
INTEGRITY – Being ethical and reliable.
COLLABORATION – Communicating and working together for the
overall good of the public.
INNOVATION – Being a leader in anticipating and addressing public
health needs.
RESPECT – Relating to all people with understanding, compassion,
and dignity.

MISSION

VISION    

VALUES 

TCHD - ABOUT US



Greg Sinn, Chairman                                           Sue Sundell, Vice Chair
Nick Graff                                                             Jay Hall
Mary Jo Holford                                                   Seth Mingus
Andrew Rinehart
 
The Health Services Committee serves as a liaison to the Board of Health,
supervise Animal Control, act as members of the Regional Pollution Control Site
Hearing Committee, and oversee the County Solid Waste Management Plan.
Meetings are held the second Thursday of the month at 5:30 pm at Tazewell
County Health Department.

HEALTH SERVICES COMMITTEE

The Tazewell County Health Department Board of Health Members are appointed by
the Chairman of the Tazewell County Board.  Eleven members comprise the Board of
Health due to the merging with the TB Board several years ago.   Members serve 3
year terms voluntarily. Board of Health meetings are held on the fourth Monday of
each month at 6:30 pm in the Board Room of the Tazewell County Health
Department.

BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBERS     

Gary Burton, President                                  Steven Dickey, DDS
Peggy Flannigan, PhD, RN                            Lynne Johnson
Rich Karneboge, Secretary                            Tricia Larson
Christina Nulty, MD                                        Greg Sinn
David Dingledine                                            Adam Sturdavant, MD

Board  of Health Members pictured:
Standing left to right: Rich
Karneboge, Peggy Flannigan, Adam
Sturdavant.  
Seated, left to right: Tricia Larson,
Greg Sinn, Lynne Johnson.



Administrator & Board of Health 

President’s Message

It is our pleasure to share Tazewell County Health Department’s 2018 Annual Report
with our community. We are pleased to present this report which summarizes those
services provided during the past year, as well as, a summary of the occurrence of
specific reportable communicable diseases. It was a good year filled with many
accomplishments that support our mission to provide high quality public health services
to the residents of Tazewell County. The articles highlighted in this report tell the story of
public health in our County.
 Several areas of note:
--We completed a remodel of our clinic area with fresh paint, flooring and new tables and
chairs
--Four retirements took place of our long-term staff members:  Sandy Barry, Lori Graber,
LuAnn Rowell and Christine Worlow whom we thank for their service
--The Tazewell County Resource Recovery and Management Plan was adopted by the
Board of Health and County Board and will serve as our guide on Green Initiatives for the
next 20 years
--Our website was updated and is more user friendly for our citizens.  Thank you to Karla
Burress, Janet Johnson, Jim Golianis, Sara Sparkman and Taylor Eisele for many hours
assisting with this project.
We also want to acknowledge and show our appreciation to our local government
officials and other public/private agencies, foundations and involved citizens who have
partnered with our staff to deliver much needed services to the citizens of Tazewell
County. Through community participation and collaboration in just one program, we were
able to redirect over 11,000 pounds of fresh produce that made its way into 8 of our local
food pantries and feeding sites. This produce helped us to show progress in one of our
health priorities by increasing fruit and vegetable intake of those who are food insecure.
Collaboration is key!
In addition, we would like to acknowledge the Board of Health members, County Board
members and our families who support our programming and staff.
We look forward to the next year, our 50th year!  Our programs have grown, and many
families been touched by our Health Department and staff throughout those years. Our
pledge is to work to continue the high standards of public health services offered to our
Tazewell County citizens.
 
All the best,
Amy Fox                                                         Gary Burton
Administrator                                                  Board of Health President



Funding Development
Communication Strategies -
Internal and External
Workforce Development

STRATEGIC PLAN

GOALS  OF TCHD

INTERNAL AND

EXTERNAL GOALS

COMMUNITY HEALTH

PRIORITIES
TCHD is required through the Illinois
Department of Public Health and the Public
Health Accreditation Board to assess priorities
internally through a strategic plan and
externally as part of a community health
improvement plan.
To the right is an infographic of our current
health priorities.  These priorities are worked
on collaboratively with area hospitals, health
departments and community organizations
under the Partnership for a Healthy
Community.  More information is available
about the Partnership at:
www.healthyhoi.com
 
Internally, our Strategic Plan looks at areas
that our agency has prioritized as necessary
to advance the strength of our organization.
Below is a quick summary of the current areas
of concern.  For more information on our
Strategic Plan please go to
www.tazewellhealth.org



DATA PAGE COMING SOON!

The Tazewell County Health Assessment and Data Website will be up and running
very soon. This comprehensive and interactive website will allow community
members to compare Tazewell County with other jurisdictions in a large range of
health indicators and illnesses. The site has many other functions that will allow
individuals to better inform themselves on the health of the community including
allowing individuals to look at current model health practices, articles, current health
legislations, and learn more about different illnesses, symptoms, and prescriptions.
TCHD is very excited to get the site up and running to better allow residents to
address their own health!



Margaret Burt was a resident of Washington, Illinois.  She was an original member of the
Tazewell County Board of Health starting in December 1970, and became President in 1973. 
She was extremely active, not only in Tazewell County regarding public health, but
throughout the state. 
In 1971, she joined the Illinois Association of Boards of Health and the Illinois Public Health
Association.  She assisted both organizations in many capacities including serving on the
Executive Council.  She was very active in lobbying for public health issues and with the
Illinois Department of Public Health Task Force looking into qualifications for public health
employees. 
Margaret received several awards for her dedication to ensure the public’s health.  She was a
champion of public health.  Margaret Burt passed away in February 2002.  The Public Health
Partnership Award was renamed in her honor.

MARGARET BURT PUBLIC HEALTH 

PARTNERSHIP AWARD

Bonnie Jones & Lindsey Markle, Tazewell Woodford Head Start. Bonnie and Lindsey were visionary
in their desire to increase participation in WIC for their students and families.  TCHD has WIC
satellite offices in East Peoria and Pekin Head Start sites.
Jill McClintock, Lincoln Prairie Behavioral Health Center.  Jill has been instrumental in the creation of
workshops to increase the importance of behavioral health.
Diane Hahn & son, Colorectal Cancer Awareness.  Public health messages have been shared with
Paul’s family’s permission to share his story and encourage a colonoscopy screening for early
detection.
Craig Hilliard, Chief, Morton Police Department.  Craig has been an important part of the Teen
Conference for almost 30. He teaches “Streetwise Tips for Females” to several thousand female
participants.

Pictured left to right, Diane
Hahn & son, Bonnie Jones,

Lindsey Markle, Jill
McClintock, Craig Hilliard.

2018 Award Winners



Tazewell Public Health Foundation provides grant funding through an
application process to a requesting agency that serves Tazewell County
residents and addresses one of the Tazewell County 4 Health Priorities:
•Behavioral Health
•Healthy Eating, Active Living
•Cancer
•Reproductive Health
 
In 2018, the Tazewell Public Health Foundation awarded over $2,000 to
seven organizations to address the priorities listed above.  
The awardees included:
-Beverly Manor District 50 – Socio-Emotional Learning program for all      
     grades.  Classroom materials, posters, parent messages
-Center for Youth & Family Solutions– Kids in the Kitchen afterschool 
     program.  Plant a garden, cook food and make salsa
-Gitm foundation– Good Food Recovery.  Scales to weigh food donations
-Moms Who Care EPCHS– Behavioral Health Improvement.  Purchase 
     hygiene products to reduce stress of low income students
-Tazwood Center for Wellness– Increase physical activity.  Clients would be  
     given fitness trackers to increase physical activity  
-Tremont Grade– Positive Behavioral Interventions.  Improve student 
     socio-emotional learning (SEL)
-YWCA Pekin– Healthy Living program focusing on Women’s health
     Healthy food choices, shopping, and physical activity

The Poquette Leadership Award was created to honor Gordon Poquette, the first administrator of
TCHD who served over 30 years in that role.  This award was for staff who have shown leadership in
public health to increase effectiveness through financial or strategic areas.  Julie Herzog and Sarah
Malik were awarded the 2018 Poquette Award.
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Pictured left to
right: Julie

Herzog, Gordon
Poquette, and
Sarah Malik.

POQUETTE LEADERSHIP AWARD

www.facebook.com/tphfoundation



Illinois & National Board Representation

Amy Fox , Administrator
     Illinois Terrorism Task Force- Vice President of the Public Health and Medical 
       Committee
     Partnership for a Healthy Community - Secretary & Co-Chair
     Public Health is Stronger Together (PHIST)- at large State Representative
Karla Burress, Administration
     PHAB QI Leaders Academy
Beth Beachy, Birth to Five
     National WIC Association-Chair Elect
Julie St. Clair, Clinic Services
     Illinois Council on Tuberculosis (ICOT) - Chair Elect
Evelyn Neavear, Environmental Health 
     Central Region Groundwater Protection Committee - Chair
     Illinois Environmental Health Association - General Environmental Health Chair
Melissa Goetze - Environmental Health
     Illinois Association of Local Environmental Health Administrators - President
Stacie Ealey, Community
     Illinois AfterSchool Network (IAN) - Past-President

PHAB is working to promote and protect
the health of the public by advancing the
quality and performance of all public health
departments in the United States through
national public health department
accreditation. PHAB’s vision is a high-
performing governmental public health
system that will make the United States a
healthier nation.
https://www.phaboard.org



BIRTH TO FIVE DIVISION

Tazewell AOK Network developed
lunch and learn workshops as a part of
AOK’s children’s mental health
initiative.  Workshops include lunch,
information on various mental health
topics, and continuing education units
needed for professional licenses. 
AOK partnered with Lincoln Prairie
Behavioral Health Center to host 6   
 bi-monthly informational
presentations.  The workshops are
free of cost and can serve up to 50
people.  Presentations were held in
various places within Tazewell and
Peoria counties. 
Topics chosen for the workshops
came from Network member
organizations about what they were
seeing in the community and skills that
were needed to work with families. 
Some examples include grief, trauma
and human trafficking.  Lunch and
Learn workshops have been well
attended with 258 participants in
2018.  Lincoln Prairie Behavioral
Health Center requested AOK to
continue workshops through 2019.

LUNCH & LEARN

WORKSHOPS

**North Pekin clinic moved to Pekin 3/18
**Family Case Mgmt -program divided 7/18
**New Medicaid Referrals - state error resulted in 
   no ME's 1-3/18



CLINICAL DIVISION

In the spring of 2018, the TCHD
Communicable Disease staff and Epi Team
were challenged with a new kind of public
health emergency. In late March, TCHD
communicable disease nurses began
receiving notification of hospital admissions
of several area residents experiencing
severe and unexplained bleeding
(coagulopathy).
 
TCHD worked closely with the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) to
interview affected residents and investigate
sources of possible exposure to poisons
causing coagulopathy. It was quickly
determined that illegal synthetic
cannabinoid products, known as K2, had
been laced with anticoagulants commonly
found in rat poison (rodenticides).
 
Illinois saw a total of 164 confirmed cases.
Forty-nine cases and three deaths occurred
in Tazewell County – 30% of the total
Illinois cases. Our Communicable Disease,
Office of Planning, and Environmental
Health staff met daily and worked to
investigate each case and raise public
awareness to prevent additional poisonings
from occurring. The team worked with
IDPH, hospital administrators, media
outlets, and other public officials to share
case updates, treatment options, and media
messaging.

Each case investigation conducted by
Communicable Disease nurses often
involved several calls to hospitals,
pharmacies, family members, and
acquaintances, as well as extensive
medical chart reviews and a thorough
understanding of treatment protocols. The
nurses instilled trust in the affected patients
and families, and assisted them with
arranging resources for medications, follow-
up care, and other social support resources
to achieve the best possible outcomes.

NEW PUBLIC HEALTH

EMERGENCY - K2



BUSINESS OPERATIONS DIVISION

In the spring of 2018 Tazewell
County, with the Health
Department included, installed a
new voice over IP phone system
throughout all county offices.  The
system utilizes fiberoptic wiring
instead of standard phone line
connections.  Calls can now be
transferred between county
offices regardless of their location
in Tremont or Pekin, saving the
caller from hanging up and dialing
an additional number provided. 
The conversion also allowed the
county to realize cost savings by
eliminating multiple phone
providers used by different
offices.  This cost savings idea
was sparked by the County
Kaizen Project to focus on various
cost saving measures.

COUNTY-WIDE

PHONE SYSTEM



COMMUNICABLE DISEASE SURVEILLANCE



COMMUNITY DIVISION

The Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program
(TPP) is a locally developed effort intended
to help teens and adolescents build the
necessary skills to make healthy sexual
decisions. Funded by the Community
Foundation of Central Illinois, the program
is designed to promote positive personal
behaviors to effectively prevent teen
pregnancy and STD/STI (sexually
transmitted disease/infection)
 
The TPP Program addresses responsible
sexual decision making, including
abstinence, delayed intercourse, and
protective measures, such as condoms and
contraception.  Students are provided the
information needed to learn how and why
to protect against and prevent pregnancy
and disease. Students are educated on the
long-term consequences of teen parenting
and the potential health outcomes of
Sexually Transmitted Diseases.
 
The TPP Program also teaches basic life
skills, such as goal setting, decision
making, self-esteem, and refusal and
resistance skills, all of which are vital in the
prevention of teen and unplanned
pregnancy.  In 2018, the Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Program served 11 schools and
was delivered to 1,394 students.

TEEN PREGNANCY

PREVENTION



ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DIVISION

In 2018, Environmental Health Vector program
became part of the Illinois Tick Inventory
Collaboration Network.  This network gathers
information about where and when people
encounter ticks that carry diseases. With this
information, TCHD and other health departments
can better provide the public with information
regarding the ticks found in their area.
 
According to the Illinois College of Veterinary
Medicine the significance of being part of the
collaboration is that:
The number of reported human cases of 
          tick-borne disease (TBD) has increased 
          over 10-fold since 1990 according to the 
          Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine
TBD cases have been reported in counties 
          with no reports of tick vectors
It is not always clear if people were 
          infected in their county or not, but more 
          data about ticks will help public health 
          officials to know more about this.
  

Illinois Tick Inventory

Collaboration Network

Results for the 2018 ITICK program found 570
Lone Star Ticks, 5 Gulf Coast Ticks, 299 American
Dog Ticks and 18 Blacklegged ticks. According to
the 2018 Winter ITICK newsletter, Gulf Coast
Ticks are not typically found in Illinois but were
found in multiple Illinois Counties in 2018. In 2019,
the Gulf Coast Tick will be monitored by tick drags
and ITICK participants.  During the season, TCHD
incorporated tick drags into the vector program by
completing 2 tick drags and distributing 5 ITICK
kits in 2018.
 
The Vector program also set traps for mosquito
larvae and tested 66 mosquito pools. Four pools
were found positive for West Nile Virus. The first
positive mosquito pool was found on August 10,
2018. There was a total of 5 birds collected and
tested negative in 2018.


