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The mission of TCHD is 
To promote and protect the public's

health and well-being.
 

In 2020, TCHD continued every day
duties, as well as responding to the
COVID-19 pandemic.  It was not a
"normal" year with in-person  visits,
trainings and lessons, but TCHD staff
continue to virtually complete our
misson.

Tazewell County Health Department (TCHD) celebrated its 50th anniversary on
December 1, 2020 in the middle of the Coronavirus Pandemic.
TCHD was created by referendum vote on December 1, 1970. The vote was an
overwhelming two to one approval to establish a health department in Tazewell
County.
The first services offered by TCHD were sanitation, hearing & vision screenings, and
immunization clinics - all implemented by September of 1971. 
1980 - WIC (Women, Infants & Children) program began
1984 - IEPA agreement to inspect landfills
1993 - first Illinois Project for the Local Assessment of Needs (IPLAN)
2000 - 14 after school programs began
2006 - Tazewell Teen Initiative created in response to 15 teen fatalities in 15 months
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BOARD OF 
HEALTH

The Tazewell County Health Department
Board of Health members are appointed by
the Chairman of the Tazewell County
Board.

Eleven members comprise the Board of
Health due to merging with the TB Board in
1982. Members serve 3-year terms
voluntarily.

Board of Health meetings are held on the
fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 m in
the Tazewell County Health Department
Board Room.
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The Health Services Committee
serves as a liaison to the Board of
Health, supervises animal control,
acts as members of the Regional
Pollution Control Site Hearing
Committee and oversees the
Tazewell County Resource Recovery
and Management Plan.

Meetings are held the second
Thursday of the month at 5:30 pm at
Tazewell County Health Department 



Tazewell County Citizens and Leaders:
Prevent. Promote. Protect. In these unprecedented times, these tenets of public health work are
truer than ever. Our fiscal year began December 1, 2019 with exciting new programs and
opportunities. TCHD launched our Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner Services, were informed
that we would be receiving dollars for lung cancer screening and radon remediation through the
Edwards Power Plant settlement and began to write for expansion of our afterschool programs
with a 21st Century Learning Center grant.

In February, all our operations rapidly transitioned to the COVID-19 Response and found
alternative ways to serve our population. Normal work was slowed but we carried on. What can
be said about 2020? We have all experienced challenges and changes to our work locations,
developed a new appreciation for technology, have had children home from school, learned to
support our family, friends and neighbors while physically distancing ourselves, and coped with
uncertainty for the future. 

COVID has required much from our staff, each staff member taking on additional jobs. Activity
and information about COVID came in waves and we learned how to manage this situation in real
time along with the experts. Your Health Department has performed tirelessly for this community.
We are professionals who have not swayed from the facts and safety of our community. New to
COVID, TCHD created a robust Contact Tracing Unit which has worked on over 13,000 cases to
date. This element of response was new to this event and required a whole team approach to fill
in as needed and support one another and our County.

We appreciate and compliment our medical community, congregant facilities, businesses and
schools who have worked closely with us to keep everyone safe and healthy.

Challenges were many. Staff and our community together faced each wave of guidance that
came from our state leaders. This pandemic is not yet over. As of this report, we have begun
vaccinations in our community and will continue for quite some time. This response has crossed
the one-year mark and TCHD will be there until we see an end to the Pandemic. Now more than
ever, this pandemic has underlined the critical need for a robust and well-funded public health
system in our country. Thank you to our staff for your continued dedication to the health and
safety of our community. 

Amy Fox                                                                                       Gary Burton
Administrator                                                                                Board of Health Chairman
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MARGARET  BURT PUBLIC
HEALTH PARTNERSHIP

POQUETTE
LEADERSHIP
AWARD

The Poquette Leadership Award was
created to honor Gordon Poquette, the first
administrator of TCHD who served over 30
years in that role. This award was for staff
who have shown leadership in public health
to increase effectiveness through financial
or strategic areas. Michele Scharping was
awarded the 2020 Poquette Award.

Stephanie Reinhart, APN is a champion for the Diabetes Prevention Program by
referring her patients to reclaim their health and ward off Type-2 diabetes.
Erica Strunk advocated for the creation of Parents of Young Children with Special
Needs Support Group. This group has allowed parents to become more confident in
themselves as advocates for their children.
Amy Menne is a Morton Kroger cashier who has extended kindness and grace to WIC
clients. She goes above and beyond to make sure the customer purchases the correct
item and maximizes the benefit of vouchers.
Chris Heider engages Tazewell County families in the home visiting programs. He is an
essential partner and a vital champion of the referral system.
Illinois Central College Cafeteria Staff have always been a wonderful partner to hosting
the Tazewell County Teen Conference. Serving 600 students lunch in a two hour period
can be chaotic, but the staff make it as efficient as possible.

The Margaret Burt Public Health Partnership Award was named to honor Margaret Burt,
who was on the original Board of Health in 1970 and served for several years. Margaret Burt
was a champion of public health, not only in Tazewell County, but throughout the state of
Illinois. Community members or agency personnel who have made an impact on the health
and safety of Tazewell County residents are nominated by Health Department staff. Five
members of the Tazewell County community were honored with the Margaret Burt Public
Health Partnership Award for their impact and partnership to support public health.
 

 



BIRTH TO
FIVE
DIVISION

COMMUNITY
HEALTH
DIVISION



COMMUNICABLE
DISEASE REPORT



ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH DIVISION

CLINIC
DIVISION


